
 
 

Information Regarding In-Person Services 
 

On March 8, 2020, we gathered as a church family at 375 Hills-Miller Road. I’m not 
certain anyone could have predicted that would be the last time we would meet 
together physically for the next 14 Sundays. And yet, here we are with that scenario as 
our reality. It has been difficult in many ways, and yet, I feel a spirit of unity in our 
church family throughout this circumstance.  
 
Thank you for filling out the survey over the past several weeks. We have diverse 
opinions about re-gathering and diverse thoughts regarding the intentions of some to 
come back and others to stay away in the short-term as we begin in-person services 
again. And though these thoughts, opinions, and intentions are diverse, I sense unity in 
your comments. It is uplifting to read and I want to thank you for the ways in which you 
have encouraged me, our staff, and each other over the past 3 months.   
 
We never closed our physical doors out of fear. We closed them out of love. We closed 
them out of a desire to be good citizens and to respect the heart behind our civic 
leaders’ recommendations and guidelines. We closed them to protect one another. 
Now, in that same Spirit, it is time to re-open them with caution, wisdom, love and 
protection. 
 
I’m grateful for technology that has enabled us to stay connected and continue to 
gather together for worship, prayer, and the study of God’s Word. It has not been ideal, 
and yet I believe God has used it to continue to challenge and encourage us. Now, the 
time to re-gather physically has come, but we will continue to have the service online 
going forward. 
 
I want to thank our leadership team (Elders and Staff), and also the team of medical 
professionals and civic leaders I asked to give input and guidance to this plan.  
 
WHAT IS THE PLAN? 
 
Our first in-person services back will be on Sunday, June 28 at 9:00 and 10:30 am. 
Based on the surveys filled out, and subsequent conversations with some who did not fill 
out the survey, we believe two services will better accommodate the demand. We are 
encouraging those who are most vulnerable to the virus to continue to take 
advantage of the online services being offered.  
 



WHAT CAN WE EXPECT FOR PRECAUTIONS/SAFETY MEASURES? 
 
1. Entrance will only be available through the main glass doors as the north 
     side of the building will be completely closed.  
2. Seats will be set up based on family numbers given on surveys. There will be 
     helpers to assist in reorganizing chairs if needed.   
3. When you enter, please head directly into the sanctuary and find your seats, 
     beginning with the front to minimize people walking past you to find their seats.   
4. Masks will be required. For those who do not have any, there will be some  
     available for you to use. 
5. The service will be shorter, probably 50-ish minutes long.   
6. We will not pass an offering basket. Baskets will be at the doors.  
7. We will not pass out programs/bulletins. Those will be emailed prior to service.     
8. There will be no physical greeting time (introverts rejoice!). J   
9. The drinking fountains will be non-operational, but restrooms will be open for 
     use. Parents, please accompany young children to ensure distancing is adhered to.   
10. There will be no coffee or cookies offered from the Café. 
11. There will be no additional groups meeting (Grace Kids, Venture Students, 
       Electives, etc.). Kids will worship together with parents in the service.  
12. At the end of the service, you will be dismissed by section and asked to proceed 
      directly out to the parking lot and not gather in the lobby.  
 
What About Other Groups Meeting?   
 
For smaller gatherings, such as Life Groups, or various support groups and Bible 
Studies, please use your discretion. If you feel it is safe to meet in homes, please do 
that. If you feel you would rather meet, but only outside, please do that. If online is the 
best option for you, please do that. We don’t want to micromanage every church-
related interaction, but with the larger gatherings in our building, we will be very 
cautious as we begin to come together again.   
 
Final Words! 
 
I am well aware in a situation such as this, there are those who will think these 
precautions are unnecessary. I understand that, and to be honest, there is a part of me 
that thinks that about a few things. However, as a leadership team, we are desiring to 
be safer than sorry. We will be re-evaluating any and all of these measures on a weekly 
basis as we continue. We love you and are excited to start this process of re-gathering. 
If there are any questions, please send them to davepacheco@me.com or text to 740-
513-6697.  


